An Astronomical Event is described in Revelation 12
that has important End-Times Significance…
A great and wondrous sign appeared in heaven: a woman clothed with the sun, with
the moon under her feet and a crown of twelve stars on her head. She was pregnant
and cried out in pain as she was about to give birth. Then another sign appeared in
heaven: an enormous red dragon with seven heads and ten horns and seven crowns
on his heads. His tail swept a third of the stars out of the sky and flung them to the
earth. The dragon stood in front of the woman who was about to give birth, so that
he might devour her child the moment it was born. She gave birth to a son, a male
child, who will rule all the nations with an iron scepter. And her child was snatched
up to God and to his throne. The woman fled into the desert to a place prepared for
her by God, where she might be taken care of for 1,260 days. (Rev. 12:1-6) [NIV]
Recently, astronomers using computer
models have discovered that this sign
described by John in Rev. 12 will occur on
9/23/17 for the first time in human history.
At sundown on 9/22 in Jerusalem; Venus,
Mars and Mercury will be on the horizon to
make 12 stars in constellation Leo (lion).
The sun will be at the head of Virgo (virgin)
and the moon will be at her feet.

The woman portrayed in this sign gives birth to a son…
She gave birth to a son, a male child, who will rule all the nations with an iron
scepter. And her child was snatched up to God and to his throne. (Rev. 12:5) [NIV]

Points to Ponder…

• Remember the Apostle John under the guidance of the Holy Spirit wrote this
account in Rev. 12. This is not from the secular world or mystic astrologers. This
account, illustrated through astronomy, definitely has a long-range application.
• For 1000s of years, the Rabbis named the constellations and determined the month of
the year by viewing which one of the 12 major constellations was on the horizon at dawn.
• This sign was described in Revelation by the Apostle John in 95 AD (95 years after
the birth of Jesus) which was in retrospect for John but this alignment of planets
had never occurred before John's time according to astronomers. So John was not
predicting Christ's birth but was looking back at it in retrospect. Christ was
snatched up to God’s throne when He ascended 40 days after His resurrection.
• This alignment occurs this year in Sept. which is the first time it has occurred in
in 6-7000 years according to astronomers' computer models, i.e., it has never
occurred in human history. What does it mean to us since it occurs in 2017?
• As we will see, the woman in this passage is the nation of Israel who gave birth to
Jesus. Christ will rule the nations with an iron scepter during the millennium after
He returns to earth following the 7 year tribulation.

A great and wondrous sign appeared in heaven: a woman clothed with the sun,
with the moon under her feet and a crown of twelve stars on her head. (Rev. 12:1).
On Sept. 23, 2017, 3 planets, Venus, Mars and
Mercury join with 9 stars in the constellation Leo the
Lion to form 12 stars at the head of the women.
These stars no doubt represent the 12 tribes of Israel
and 12 Apostles. If you have a telescope you can
verify this sign when it appears in Sept. Gentiles
need to remember that the entire Bible was given to
us through the Israelites over a period of about 1600
years. Thus the 12 stars representing the 12 tribes
and 12 Apostles should be no surprise to us. The
Apostle John wrote Revelation, the last book of the
Bible, around 95 AD which gives us this amazing
prophecy from astronomy. This sign in the heavens
could not have been found until astronomy
computer models were developed leading to its’
discovery in 2011. Now many Bible scholars are
pondering what this spectacular prediction really
means. The title Leo the Lion infers that Christ was
born to a Jewish mother from the tribe of Judah who
is likened to a lion. (see Gen. 49:9).

She gave birth to a son, a male child, who will rule all the nations with an iron
scepter. And her child was snatched up to God and to his throne. (Rev. 12:5)

The timing of this event was discovered by astronomers in 2011 with computer models.
Note that Jupiter spends about 9 months in Virgo and moves out to be born. The birth
along with the planetary alignment occurs on Sept. 23, 2017. This sign would have been
nearly impossible to distinguish before modern astronomy but John led by the Holy Spirit
described it for us to discover in our times. The man-child Christ was caught up to Heaven
at His ascension in 33 AD and John wrote Revelation in 95 AD so this sign is about the past
as well as the future. Are we are ready for whatever this sign means?

The Sign in Heaven described in Rev. 12 as it will appear in Jerusalem on Sept. 22…

This is an artist’s conception of how the sign will appear from Jerusalem on Sept. 22,
2017 at sundown. Above the sun are the planets Mercury, Mars and Venus lined up
with Regulus a prominent star in the constellation Leo the Lion. The constellation Virgo
(virgin) with the moon at her feet has gone below the horizon by sundown. Sundown
marks the beginning of the day on the Jewish calendar so after the sun goes below the
horizon it is the 23rd by their time. The beginning of the Jewish New Year (Rosh
Hashanah) is a 2 day celebration which begins on Sept. 21 and runs through the 22nd.

“…The dragon stood in front of the woman who was about to give birth,
so that he might devour her child the moment it was born. (Rev. 12:4).

Infrared photo unblocked
depicting the dragon.

Infrared photo taken from “Google Sky” where the image is
in the right position but as can be seen it is partially blocked
out by Google!? The dragon is Satan or the Devil (Rev. 12:9)
and is determined to devour the child when it is born.
But Michael the archangel throws Satan and his angels out
of heaven and down to the earth (see Rev. 12:7-9 below).

She gave birth to a son‡, a male* child, who will rule all the nations with an
iron scepter. And her child** was snatched up to God and to his throne. (Rev. 12:5).
‡The term son in Greek is “huios” in this passage. In the New Testament this term is

almost always used as a Messianic title. So it is definitely referring to Christ who
will rule all nations with a rod of iron during the coming millennium.
*The term male-child is one word in Greek: “arsen” which simply means male.
**The term child in Greek is “teknon” in this passage which means offspring or

descendant and can be either gender. Since members of the Church are spiritual
offspring of Jesus Christ, this likely refers to Christ’s offspring being caught up in
the Rapture where they are joint-heirs with Christ for an eternity (see Rom. 8:17).

So this passage infers that Christ was caught up to God’s throne when He ascended
into heaven from the Mount of Olives 40 days after His resurrection (Acts 1:1-9).
Therefore the Apostle John was looking in retrospect back to Christ’s ascension
but was also looking forward into the future to our times when the Church will be
caught up in the Rapture to join Christ around God’s throne. In Col. 1:18-24 among
other Scriptures, we are told that Christ is the head and we the church are the body
so the head and the body will be united around the throne of God following
the Rapture. Then Christ the bridegroom will be united to the church His bride at the
marriage supper of the Lamb before the end of the Tribulation (see Rev. 19:7-9).

The woman fled into the desert to a place prepared for her by God,
where she might be taken care of for 1,260 days. (Rev. 12:6).
The woman in this passage is the nation Israel who brought forth Christ the Son of God
through Mary from the tribe of Judah (see Luke 3:23-38). A remnant of Israel will flee to a place
of protection during the last half of the 7 year tribulation (see Zech. 13:9 & Matt. 24:15-22).
Hint: only Jews who receive Jesus as Messiah, Savior and Lord will read and heed the warning in
Matt. 24:16 to flee from Jerusalem. [According to the Jewish calendar, there are 30 days in
every month so 1260 days = 3.5 years, 42 months, or time, times and a half time.]
And war broke out in heaven: Michael and his angels fought with the dragon… So the
great dragon was cast out, that serpent of old, called the Devil and Satan…
was cast to the earth, and his angels were cast out with him. (Rev. 12:7-9).
When the dragon saw that he had been hurled to the earth, he pursued the woman
who had given birth to the male child. The woman was given the two wings of a great
eagle, so that she might fly to the place prepared for her in the desert, where she
would be taken care of for a time, times and half a time…”. (Rev. 12:13-14).
When Satan is cast down to earth, he gives authority to the antichrist who confirms an agreement regarding Israel for 7 Years (Dan. 9:27). The antichrist is at peace with Israel for 3.5 years but
then breaks his agreement and pursues a remnant of Israel into the desert where God protects
them for 1260 days or 3.5 years. (see above). The church rejoices but the antichrist blasphemes
those indwelled by the Holy Spirit already in heaven following the Rapture (see Rev. 12:12; 13:4-6).

Petra Jordan is the Place where most Prophecy Scholars think the Remnant of Israel is most
likely to flee from the Antichrist at the mid-point of the Tribulation. It is thought that this is the
place prepared by God where Israel “the woman” will be taken care of for 1260 days. Petra is
about 100 miles southeast of Jerusalem just across the Jordan valley into the land of Jordan.

The Entrance to Petra
narrows down to about 10’.

Petra, a very excluded location seen from a distance

Petra dates back to about 2000 BC. It became the
capitol city of the Arab Nabataeanes around 300 BC
who were known for their ability to capture, store
and distribute water in conduits.

The Royal Tombs of Petra. There are about 500 tombs
scattered around the area. At the center of Petra is
a Great Temple dedicated to their many gods and idols.

Rome conquered the Nabataeanes in 107 AD and their military
stayed there about a century.
The western world first found the
abandoned ruins in 1812.

The amphitheater can hold
about 3000 people.

Israel remains here on earth for the 7-year Tribulation and
Jerusalem becomes the center of a world-wide conflict.
In our times, we can increasingly see that Israel is becoming
the focus of attention on the international stage preparing
the way for the time of “Jacob’s trouble” (see Jer. 30:7-11).
“I am going to make Jerusalem a cup that sends all the
surrounding peoples reeling. Judah will be besieged as
well as Jerusalem. On that day, when all the nations
of the earth are gathered against her, I will make
Jerusalem an immovable rock for all the nations.
All who try to move it will injure themselves. (Zech. 12:2).
On that day I will set out to destroy all the nations that
attack Jerusalem. (Zech. 12:9).
Those who have accepted Jesus as Lord and Savior will be
taken to the New Jerusalem at the Rapture and delivered
from the devastating terror here on earth! Are we ready?
“Since you have kept my command to endure patiently, I will
also keep you from the hour of trial that is going to come
upon the whole world to test those who live on the earth…
I will write on him the name of my God and the name of the
city of my God, the new Jerusalem, which is coming down
out of heaven from my God…” (Rev. 3:10-12).

