At Present there is a Dispute of International Proportions
over the Temple Mount in Jerusalem…
The violent spark in this instance
occurred when three Muslim
terrorists were able to surprise
Israeli guards, killing two
of them before being shot to
death by Israeli reinforcements.
– Israel National News, 7/18/2017

As of 8/1/17 thousands
have rioted from Jerusalem
to Turkey and Jordan.

After the Muslim attack on July 14, Israel
installed metal detectors and cameras at
the entrances. The Muslims refused to ascend
onto the Mount until these security devices
were removed. The Muslim boycott lasted
10 days before Israel conceded to their
demands and had the security devices removed.
The Jews were able to worship freely on the
Temple Mount for at least a few days. For 2000
years they have prayed for this opportunity.

Why all the Fuss over the Temple Mount?
Three religious groups lay claim to the Temple Mount in Jerusalem –

Jews and Christians believe the Mount is the place where the Lord asked Abraham to
sacrifice his son Isaac but the Lord intervened and provided a lamb in Isaac's place
(Gen. 22:1-19). The Lord directed Abraham to a Mountain called Moriah to sacrifice
His son. Later the Lord in angelic form commanded David to purchase the threshing
floor of Ornan the Jebusite. David was instructed to build an altar there and perform
sacrifices to cover Israel's sins (1 Chron. 21:18-28). The threshing floor was on Mount
Moriah which became the place where Solomon chose to built the first Jewish temple in
1015 BC (2 Chron. 3:1). God directed Abraham to the very spot where His Son would die
for the sins of the world – 1905 years before it happened. Abraham found a substitute
for his son Isaac but there was no substitute for God’s sinless Son. Jesus finished His
work and ascended back to heaven. Muslim rights will be discussed in the next frame.

How does Islam Claim Rights to the Temple Mount?
Mohammad, warrior and husband of many wives, died and was buried in Medina
Saudi Arabia in 632 AD. Muslims believe that their Prophet Mohammad took a
mystical night-journey to heaven on his horse Baraq from a rock on the Temple Mount
about 10 years before his death. Muslim folklore states that Mohammad made his
night-ride to heaven where he saw several OT patriarchs, Jesus and finally God before
he returned to Medina yet that night. This rock is now at the center of the structure
called the Dome of the Rock. The Dome was initially built in 691 AD about 1700 years
after Solomon built the first Jewish temple. The Dome collapsed and was then rebuilt
in 1023 AD. It was gold plated in 1961. The Al-Aqsa Mosque stands beside the Dome of
the Rock on the Temple Mount. The Muslims originally built the Mosque in 705 AD.
It was destroyed by an earthquake several times but was finally rebuilt in 1035 AD.
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Israel claims sovereign rights to the Temple Mount
because both of their temples were located there
and they conquered it militarily in 1967…
Israel claims the rights to the Temple Mount today because both of their temples were
located there and then they captured Jerusalem militarily in 1967 including the Temple
Mount. Both of the Israel's temples were located at the same place where the Muslim
Mosques are today. The first temple built by Solomon in 1015 BC was torn down by the
Babylonians in 539 BC. Later Persia overthrew the Babylonians and construction of
the Second Temple was authorized by Cyrus King of Persia. It was completed 23 years later
by the Jewish leader Nehemiah under the reign of Darius King of Persia in 515 BCE. That
rebuilt temple was torn down again by the Romans in 70 AD. Amazingly, both Jewish
temples were destroyed on the same day – Tisha B’ Av or the 9th of the month of AV.
Roman Governor Herod took an interest in
the Temple that Nehemiah had rebuilt. It was
enlarged and beautified to become one
of the 7 wonders of world. This was the
Temple that existed in Jesus’ time. Much to
the surprise of His Disciples, Jesus said that
“one stone would not be left on another” (see
Matt. 24:2). The Romans tore it down in 70 AD
stone by stone to retrieve the gold plating.

Israel captured the Mount in 1967 but allowed Muslims to manage it because the
Al-Aqsa Mosque and Dome of the Rock are there. Although Israel has allowed the
Muslims to manage the Mount, the Israeli police are in charge of its security.
Thus Israel left themselves open for a lot of trouble following the decision to allow the
Muslims to "manage" the Temple Mount. Now Israel can't even put up metal detectors
to prevent the transport of arms up onto the Mount. The Muslims are claiming that
when Israel puts up security measures, they are taking away Muslim rights to their
Mosque and if Israel takes these measures they are claiming sovereign control of the
site. Israel has learned the hard way that “dual management” does not work.
Since Israel is responsible for security of the Mount, their intent was to keep arms off
the site with the use of metal detectors. In our times, everyone knows that this
important security measure has been adopted by the airline industry and many other
places where terrorist activity is possible. But Muslims won’t allow it on the Mount.
Orthodox Jews and Rabbis are
dumbfounded with the complex
process of keeping peace on the
Temple Mount. Thousands of
Muslims have rioted in Jerusalem
and as of 7/31/17 the riots have
spread to Turkey and Jordan.

Jesus predicted that Jerusalem would be trampled on by Gentiles
until the times of Gentiles are fulfilled…
"...Jerusalem will be trampled on by the Gentiles
until the times of the Gentiles are fulfilled" (Luke 21:24).
Jerusalem came under Gentile control in 70 AD and has remained that way until Israel was
recognized as a state in May, 1948 by President Truman following the UN declaration to
that effect in Nov., 1947. For the next 20 years the city of Jerusalem was divided until the
6-day war in 1967 when Israel captured it all. Since then the Palestinians are demanding
that East Jerusalem including the Temple Mount must become their Capitol in the future.
It appears that our world is in that critical time period that Jesus spoke about in
Luke 21. According to Jesus' prophecy, the times of the Gentiles will be fulfilled when
Israel gains full control of Jerusalem especially the Temple Mount. Are we seeing
the prelude to Israel taking full military and political control of the Mount
and other areas in Israel where the Palestinians have been allowed to occupy? High
ranking Israeli military officials have been stating that if Israel is forced into another
war with adjoining Muslim states, there will be no holds barred, implying that Israel
will take control of far more territory than they did during the 6-day war of 1967.
Many prophecy scholars believe that Psalm 83 & Isaiah 17 predict a war where Israel
will broaden its' borders by taking over more surrounding Muslim territory.

Jesus also tells us a few verses later in this chapter that when these
things begin to take place "look up your redemption is drawing near"
"...they will see the Son of Man coming in a cloud with power and great glory.
When these things begin to take place, stand up and lift up your heads,
because your redemption is drawing near.” (Luke 21:27-28).

Jesus spoke about numerous end-time events
and then said that when we see these things begin
to take place “lift up your heads because your redemption
is drawing near”. He tells us that when these events begin
to happen, it is a warning that His Coming is near
and our redemption from this sin-cursed earth is close
at hand. For this reason, we need to be prepared
for His Coming with power and great glory. In the near
future, He will come as King of Kings and Lord of Lords
to rule this world with a rod of iron (Rev. 2:27; 19:15)
and become the long-awaited Prince of Peace (Isa. 9:6).

Jesus in the next 3 verses refers to the fig tree and all the trees budding.
He says this is a clear sign that the Kingdom of God is near…
“He told them this parable: ‘Look at the fig tree and all the trees.
When they sprout leaves, you can see for yourselves and know
that summer is near. Even so, when you see these things happening,
you know that the kingdom of God is near.” (Luke 21:29-31).
Prominent Prophecy Scholars
believe the Fig Tree in this
Scripture is Israel who was
recognized as a nation in 1948.
But Jesus also mentions
"all the trees". It's very
interesting that the number
of sovereign nations (all the
trees) that have joined
the UN since Israel has
become a State
has nearly tripled.

Jesus at the end of this Chapter, said there will be those who will escape
everything that is about to happen and stand before the Son of Man…
"Be always on the watch, and pray that you may be able to escape* all that is about
to happen, and that you may be able to stand before the Son of Man.” (Luke 21:36).
Those who have accepted Jesus’
invitation to be their Savior and Lord will
"escape" everything that is about to happen
when they are "caught up" to meet Jesus
in the clouds. They will "stand before Him"
in the place He has prepared for them.
They, the Bride (church) will become the Wife
of the Lamb and dwell with Him. (Rev. 21:9).
They will dine with Him at the Great Wedding
Supper of the Lamb. (Rev. 19:7-9).
But those who remain here on earth will
experience the greatest time of trouble the
world has ever known. (Matt. 24:21-22).
Please pray for all those who
are not ready and reach out
to them with a heart of compassion.

* Greek – escape out of, flee from

