Why all the fuss over the /ny land of Israel?
Israel con/nues to make world headlines, highlighted by Trump’s visit to
the Western Wall on May 22, 2017, a ﬁrst for a siQng USA President –
Israel ranks 153 in size out of 249 countries in the world. Many of the smaller
countries are islands. Israel is smaller than such countries as El Salvador, Hai/,
and Belize. It’s size is illustrated at the right where it is superimposed on the State
of Colorado. Yet it commands enormous interna/onal a^en/on. But why?
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Trump inserts a written prayer request into the Temple Mount Western Wall – 2 days later it was
Israel’s 50-year Golden Jubilee – celebrating the time when they captured the Temple Mt. in 1967.

The Prophet Zechariah predicted that Israel and Jerusalem would become a huge problem in the End-/mes!
“I am going to make Jerusalem a cup that sends all the surrounding peoples reeling. Judah will be besieged as well as Jerusalem.
On that day, when all the na/ons of the earth are gathered against her, I will make Jerusalem an immovable
rock for all the na/ons. All who try to move it will injure themselves. (Zech. 12:2-3)
The Prophet predicted that Jerusalem would become an immovable rock in “that day” for all na/ons.
All na/ons on earth will turn against Israel “on that day” and all the na/ons will be injured.

Israel is the only na/on on earth to whom the God of the Bible has deeded Real Estate!
God told Abraham that He was giving a parcel of land to Him and his descendants Forever!
And God’s promises cannot be broken! If His promises can be broken we are all in deep trouble!
The LORD said to Abram ... “Lig up your eyes from where you are and look north and south, east and west. All the land
that you see I will give to you and your oﬀspring forever. (Gen. 13:12-13).
I will establish my covenant as an everlas/ng covenant between me and you and your descendants ager you for the
genera/ons to come…The whole land of Canaan, where you are now an alien, I will give as an everlas/ng possession to
you and your descendants ager you; and I will be their God.” (Gen. 17:7-8).
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No/ce there are no condi/ons a^ached to this covenant – it doesn’t depend on Israel’s obedience!

But if Israel wasn’t obedient, they would be torn from the land only to be brought back later.
If you do not carefully follow all the words of this law, which are wri^en in this book, and do not revere this glorious
and awesome name — the LORD your God — You will be uprooted from the land you are entering to possess (Deut. 28:58).
Then the LORD will sca^er you among all na/ons, from one end of the earth to the other. (Deut. 28:64).
Israel was torn from the land in 70 AD by the Romans. 500,000 Jews were killed, Jerusalem was burned and the temple destroyed.
The Jews were sold as slaves and thus sca^ered throughout the world just as Moses predicted in Deut. 28, 1500 years earlier.

Even if Israel were to be torn from the land, God would be
faithful to them and bring them back to their Land again!
The Lord was quick to predict a couple Chapters later in Deuteronomy that He wasn’t through with Israel
even if they were torn from the land. He promised them that He would bring them back
“from all the na/ons” where He had sca^ered them.
When all these…curses I have set before you come upon you and you take them to heart wherever the LORD your God
disperses you among the nations, and when you and your children return to the LORD your God and obey him with all your
heart and with all your soul according to everything I command you today, then the LORD your God will restore your
fortunes and have compassion on you and gather you again from all the nations where he scattered you. Even if you have
been banished to the most distant land under the heavens, from there the LORD your God will gather you and bring you
back. He will bring you to the land that belonged to your fathers, and you will take possession of it. (Deut. 30:1-5).
A few Jews started coming back to a desolate land around 1900. The UN approved a Jewish/Palestinian state on Nov. 29, 1947
and President Harry Truman recognized them as an official state on May 14, 1948. Now there are 6,000,000 Jews in Israel.
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Now the world is faced with a dilemma and they have no idea what
they are dealing with… But Bible Prophecy clariﬁes much of it!
Even though God told Israel they would be torn from their land because of disobedience, God s/ll holds the world
responsible for destroying Jerusalem and sca^ering Israel among the na/ons. The Lord also says He will hold the world
responsible for dividing up MY land just as the world has been doing and con/nues up to this /me.
“In those days and at that /me, when I restore the fortunes of Judah and Jerusalem, I will gather all na/ons
and bring them down to the Valley of Jehoshaphat. There I will enter into judgment against them concerning my
inheritance, my people Israel, for they sca^ered my people among the na/ons and divided up my land. (Joel 3:1-2).
Note that God will judge all the na/ons for two reasons – 1) They sca^ered “MY” people among the na/ons
and 2) divided up “MY” land.” Note that the land of Israel is referred to as “MY” land and Israel as “MY” people.
The primary debate at the UN is whether the West Bank, Golan Heights, Gaza Strip and East Jerusalem should be taken
from Israel (2-State Solu/on) and given to the Pales/nians. The UN is overwhelmingly in favor of forcing Israel to give up
these territories thus dividing the land even further. The US ambassador to the UN, Nicki Haley is presently chiding
them for their one-sided posi/on against Israel but she is facing a huge majority that do not favor Israel.
From 1947 through 2016, the UN has ﬁled 358 Resolu/ons against Israel, far more than all other resolu/ons against other
na/ons combined… The Prophet Joel makes it clear they are playing with ﬁre.

The Valley of Jehoshaphat (or Kidron Valley)
runs between the Temple Mount in East Jerusalem
and the Mount of Olives. This is one of the places
where the Lord will gather all the na/ons and
enter into judgment against them. The ba^le of
Armageddon will occur in the Jezreel or Megiddo
valley in northern Israel.

President Trump has strengthened /es between the USA and
Israel following a mee/ng with Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu…
Pray for the peace of Jerusalem: “May those who love you be secure. (Psa. 122:6).
“I will make you into a great na/on...I will bless those who bless you, and whoever curses you I will curse..." (Gen. 12:2-3).
After Israel was conquered and Jerusalem burnt in 70 AD by the Romans,
Jews have prayed toward Jerusalem and the temple mount for 2000 years.
They started coming back to their land in the early 1900s and were recognized
as a State in 1948 but at that time the city of Jerusalem was controlled by the
Palestinians. When Israel finally captured the temple mount and the West Bank
from the Jordanians in the 6-day war of 1967, they celebrated with tears of joy.

Israelis were greatly encouraged when Trump recently stated –

The American people value our close friendship and alliance with Israel.
The unbreakable bond between the United States and Israel is based upon
shared values. Israel is the State of the Jewish people, who have lived in
that land for 3,500 years. The State of Israel was founded with courage and
determination by great men and women against enormous odds and is an
inspiration to people everywhere who value freedom and human dignity.
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So where is all this headed?

The Na/ons that come against Jerusalem are in for big trouble!
Zechariah the Prophet said 2550 years ago that all the na/ons
will turn against Israel in the end-/mes and come against them
but all the na/ons will be severely defeated –
“I am going to make Jerusalem a cup that sends all the
surrounding peoples reeling. Judah will be besieged as well as Jerusalem.
On that day, when all the na/ons of the earth are gathered against her,
I will make Jerusalem an immovable rock for all the na/ons.
All who try to move it will injure themselves. (Zech. 12:2-3)
On that day I will set out to destroy all the na/ons that a^ack Jerusalem.
(Zech. 12:9).

According to Zechariah the Prophet, all na/ons will turn against Israel
and Jerusalem. Israel has been exiled by Babylon and Syria in Old
Testament /mes but the en/re world has never turned against
Jerusalem before now. But Daniel the prophet tells us
the An/christ will turn against Israel at the mid-point of the
7-yr tribula/on (Dan. 9:27). Jesus aﬃrms this event in Ma^. 24:15-16.
As we have seen, God will judge all the nations for that very reason.

In the midst of an all-out war in Israel…
a remnant of Israelites will be reﬁned as gold.
In the whole land,” declares the LORD, “two-thirds will be struck down and
perish; yet one-third will be leg in it. This third I will bring into the ﬁre;
I will reﬁne them like silver and test them like gold. They will call on
my name and I will answer them; I will say, ‘They are my people,’
and they will say, ‘The LORD is our God.’” (Zech. 13:8-9).

There are some very diﬃcult /mes coming to the Land of Israel...
Jeremiah calls it the /me of Jacob’s trouble...
Israel will be trauma/zed but delivered.
How awful that day will be! None will be like it. It will be a /me of trouble for Jacob, but he will be saved out of it.
“‘In that day,’ declares the LORD Almighty…no longer will foreigners enslave them. Instead, they will serve the LORD
their God and David their king, whom I will raise up for them. “‘So do not fear, O Jacob my servant; do not be dismayed,
O Israel,’ declares the LORD. ‘I will surely save you out of a distant place, your descendants from the land of their exile.
Jacob will again have peace and security, and no one will make him afraid. I am with you and will save you,’ declares the
LORD. ‘Though I completely destroy all the na/ons among which I sca^er you, I will not completely destroy you.
I will discipline you but only with jus/ce; I will not let you go en/rely unpunished.’ (Jer. 30:7-11).
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The /me of Jacob’s trouble coincides with the /me that Jesus spoke about in Ma^. 24:21 “For then there will be
great distress, unequaled from the beginning of the world un/l now — and never to be equaled again.”
The Book of Revela/on goes into detail about this /me of trouble called the 7-year tribula/on.
Indeed in view of world condi/ons, this /me of trouble could be rapidly approaching, but Israel will be saved out of it.

But there is good news, Israel will repent and mourn bi^erly when they realize that Jesus was
“the one they have pierced”. God will protect Israel’s Remnant for the last 3.5 yrs of the tribula/on…
“…they will look on me, the one they have pierced, and they will mourn for him as one mourns for an only child,
and grieve bi^erly for him as one grieves for a ﬁrstborn son.” (Zech 12:10)
She (Israel) gave birth to a son, a male child, who will rule all the na/ons with an iron scepter…The woman (Israel)
ﬂed into the desert to a place prepared for her by God, where she might be taken care of for 1,260 days (3.5 yrs). (Rev. 12:5-6).

In the midst of turmoil in Israel, a remnant of Israelites will see how their Prophets foretold Jesus would be their Messiah and Savior.
A remnant of Israel will ﬁnally acknowledge that David was speaking about Jesus in Psalms 22:1 when he said…
“My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?” These are the very words that Jesus spoke from the cross in Ma^. 27:46.
They will know that David was speaking about Jesus in Psalms 22:16-17,
“Dogs have surrounded me; a band of evil men has encircled me, they have pierced my hands and my feet.
I can count all my bones; people stare and gloat over me. They divide my garments among them and cast lots for my clothing.”
Crucifixion was invented by the Romans many hundreds of years after David wrote Psalm 22 yet he wrote about “pierced hands and feet”.
Obviously, he was prophesying about a future event when Jesus would be nailed to a cross to “take away the sins of the World”. (John 1:29).
Incidentally, the Jews refuse to read Isaiah 53 in their Synagogues today because it obviously speaks of Jesus.
Thankfully many Jews are accep/ng Jesus as Savior today and are known as Messianic Jews.
But he was pierced for our transgressions, he was crushed for our iniqui/es; the punishment that brought us
peace was upon him, and by his wounds we are healed. We all, like sheep, have gone astray, each of us has
turned to his own way; and the LORD has laid on him the iniquity of us all. (Isa. 53:5-6).

Ager the Lord has cleansed a Remnant of Israel,
He has a glorious future for them and will bless the en/re earth through them…
A Remnant of Israel will be judged and reﬁned –
I will bring you from the na/ons and gather you from the countries where
you have been sca^ered — with a mighty hand and an outstretched arm
and with outpoured wrath. I will bring you into the desert of the na/ons
and there, face to face, I will execute judgment upon you. (Ezek. 20:34-35).

Jerusalem will become the Worship Center of the World –
And many peoples and powerful na/ons will come to Jerusalem to seek
the LORD Almighty and to entreat him.” This is what the LORD Almighty
says:“In those days ten men from all languages and na/ons will take ﬁrm
hold of one Jew by the hem of his robe and say,‘Let us go with you,
because we have heard that God is with you.’” (Zech. 8:22-23).

The earth and nature will be radically changed for 1000 years…
and ager that there will be a new earth and heaven (Rev. 20:1-7; 21:1). –
The wolf will live with the lamb, the leopard will lie down with the goat, the calf and the lion and the yearling together;
and a li^le child will lead them. The cow will feed with the bear…and the lion will eat straw like the ox. The infant
will play near the hole of the cobra, and the young child put his hand into the viper’s nest. They will neither harm nor destroy
on all My holy mountain, for the earth will be full of the knowledge of the LORD as the waters cover the sea. (Isa. 11:6-9).

“And everyone who calls on the name of the LORD will be saved;
for on Mount Zion and in Jerusalem there will be deliverance…” (Joel 2:32)

On Mount Calvary, there was deliverance…
to everyone who calls on His Name…
“the Lamb of God took away the sin of the world” (John 1:29)
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We all need Jesus as our Savior and Lord!

