Jesus spoke of a Generation when “all these things” will happen…

This statement must be important because it is recorded in 3 Gospel passages…
In each of these passages, Jesus emphasizes their importance in the next verse:
“Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will never pass away.”

Three Key Scripture Passages –
Even so, when you see all these things, you know that it is near, right at the door.
I tell you the truth, this generation will certainly not pass away
until all these things have happened. (Matt. 24:33-34)
Even so, when you see these things happening, you know that it is near, right at the door.
I tell you the truth, this generation will certainly not pass away
until all these things have happened. (Mark 13:29-30)
Even so, when you see these things happening, you know that the kingdom of God is near.
“I tell you the truth, this generation will certainly not pass away
until all these things have happened. (Luke 21:31-32)
Greek for Generation – “genea” by implication means an ‘age’ or period of time.

What Generation and what are “these things” that Jesus talks about?
Luke tells us that “when you see these things happening” the Kingdom of God is near” (vs. 21:31)
Matthew, Mark and Luke put this “Generation” in the same context as “the coming of the Son of Man”.
The verses on this “Generation” immediately follow the verses below. Thus this “Generation” is closely
associated with and in the same time-frame as Christ’s 2nd Coming. “These things” occur in the
“Generation” just prior to the Kingdom of God being established in heaven and on earth.
“At that time the sign of the Son of Man will appear in the sky, and all the nations of the earth will mourn.
They will see the Son of Man coming on the clouds of the sky, with power and great glory. (Matt. 24:30)
“At that time men will see the Son of Man coming in clouds with great power and glory. (Mark 13:26)
At that time they will see the Son of Man coming in a cloud with power and great glory.
When these things begin to take place, stand up and lift up your heads,
because your redemption is drawing near.” (Luke 21:27-28)
Note: Luke states that we are to “look up” when these things begin to take place!

In what Generation do “these things” occur?
More clues from the fig tree…
“Now learn this lesson from the fig tree: As soon as its twigs get tender and its leaves come out,
you know that summer is near. Even so, when you see all these things, you know that it is near,
right at the door. I tell you the truth, this generation will certainly not pass away…” (Matt. 24:32-34)
“Now learn this lesson from the fig tree: As soon as its twigs get tender and its leaves come out,
you know that summer is near. Even so, when you see these things happening, you know that it is near,
right at the door. I tell you the truth, this generation will certainly not pass away…” (Mark 13:28-30)
He told them this parable: “Look at the fig tree and all the trees. When they sprout leaves,
you can see for yourselves and know that summer is near. Even so,
when you see these things happening, you know that the kingdom of God is near.
“I tell you the truth, this generation will certainly not pass away…” (Luke 21:29-32)
When the fig tree sprouts leaves, we know that “these things” are beginning to happen! The ”fig tree”
parable is given in the context of His 2nd Coming so it could not be referring to the times following His
1st Coming. (see Matt. 24:29-31; Mark 13:19-27; Luke 21:27-28). The generation of disciples that Jesus
was talking to on the Mt. Olives knew that He was talking about His 2nd Coming well into in the future.

So what is the significance of the “fig tree”?
“This is what the LORD, the God of Israel, says: ‘Like these good figs…
I will bring them back to this land. I will build them up and not tear them down;
I will plant them and not uproot them. I will give them a heart to know me,
that I am the LORD. They will be my people, and I will be their God,
for they will return to me with all their heart. (Jer. 24:5-7)
Israel was carried away to Babylon for 70 years and then returned to their land in 445 BC.
But Israel was exiled again in 70 AD and finally in 135 AD following the Bar Kochba revolt.
Moses predicted Israel would be scattered from one end of the earth to the other which goes far
beyond their Babylonian exile (Deut. 28:63-65).
In the above Scripture, Israel will never be exiled from their land again. They will be planted
like a “fig tree” and never be uprooted again. So we can conclude that present-day Israel is
symbolized as a “fig tree” and they will not be uprooted again. Jesus tells us to take notice when
Israel “sprouts leaves” so we can learn more about the “generation that will not pass away”.
[The Scriptures also tell us that a series of wars will come to Israel in the near future to refine
them like gold.]

So when did Israel “sprout leaves”?
v The first World Zionist Congress was held in Basle Switzerland in – 1897
v After WW I, Britain promised Israel access to their Land through the Balfour Declaration in – 1917
v Following the United Nations Mandate in 1947, Israel declared Statehood in – 1948
Thus it appears that the “fig tree” was planted and began to bud early in the 20th century
and “spouted leaves” around the middle of the 20th century.

“…The harvest is the end of the age…” (Matt. 13:39).

Luke made another interesting statement regarding the “fig tree generation”…
“…Look at the fig tree and all the trees. When they sprout leaves…” (Luke 21:29)

When did “all the trees” sprout leaves? –
About the time Israel declared Statehood, the United Nations was established and began to grow.
Before then most of the nations were undeveloped tribes.
Following is a list of the number of nations that became members of the United Nations.
v On April 25, 1945 representatives from 50 nations met in San Francisco.
v By 1948, membership had grown to 58.
v By 1960 membership had grown to 99.
v By 1970 membership had grown to 127.
v By 1980 membership had grown to 154.
v By 1990 membership had grown to 159.
v By 2000 membership had grown to 189.
v Today membership is somewhat stable at 193.

So how long is a generation?
v Abraham lived to be 175 years old. In his day, he was told that his descendants would be
carried away into captivity for 400 years or 4 generations (Gen. 15:13-16). So we can conclude
that when the average lifespan was over 100 years, a generation was considered to be 100 years.
v In David’s day when the average lifespan was similar to our times, we are told that:
“The length of our days is seventy years — or eighty, if we have the strength…” (Psa. 90:10).
v Some Bible Scholars have counted the number of generations listed in Matt. 1 and Luke 3 all the
way back to Adam and then divided the number generations into the number of elapsed years…
that number turns out to be 51.6 years per generation.
As of 2016, it is interesting that it has been 99 years since the Balfour Declaration and 68 years since
Israel declared Statehood and 49 years since Israel captured East Jerusalem and the Temple Mount
(see Luke 21:24 & Rom. 11:25-27).
But we must remember what Jesus said:
“No one knows about that day or hour, not even the angels in heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father.
Be on guard! Be alert! You do not know when that time will come.” (Mark 13:32-33)

Should we be seeking for signs of His Coming?
The Pharisees and Sadducees came to Jesus and tested him by asking him to show them
a sign from heaven. He replied, “When evening comes, you say, ‘It will be fair weather,
for the sky is red,’ and in the morning, ‘Today it will be stormy, for the sky is red and overcast.
’ You know how to interpret the appearance of the sky, but you cannot interpret
the signs of the times. (Matt. 16:1-3)
Jesus chastised the Sadducees and Pharisees because they couldn’t interpret “the signs of the times”.
But He told His disciples: “See, I have told you ahead of time.” (Matt. 24:25).
In 1 Thes. 5:4 the Apostle Paul tells us “But you, brothers, are not in darkness so that this day should
surprise you like a thief.”

– Conclusion –
There is little doubt that we are living in the Generation that precedes Christ’s 2nd Coming!
Although we don’t know the exact starting date and duration, it would seem reasonable
to believe that the “fig tree” generation will see the Rapture and 2nd Coming sooner that we may think.

So how can I be ready for His return?
That if you confess with your mouth, “Jesus is Lord,”
and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead,
you will be saved. (Rom. 10:9)
In this verse, note that we must make Jesus “Lord” of our life. It isn’t just a matter
of “head knowledge”, instead we must make Him our Master by believing in our heart.
It’s possible to miss heaven by 18 inches, that is the distance between our head and our heart.

