Jesus told His disciples in essence that –
“I go to prepare a place for you…
and then I will come again and take you to Myself…
so where I am you may be also.” (From John 14:1-3)

es
r
a
rep
P
us lace
s
e
J
aP

Jesus Ascends

Jesus Returns
To Take Us

Entitlements on Our Way Home

Jesus prepared a place in God’s family –
“…as many as received Him, to them He gave
the right to become children of God, to those
who believe in His name” (John 1:12).

A place of eternal security –
“Father…Glorify Your Son…as You have given
Him authority over all flesh, that He should give
eternal life to as many as You have given Him.
And this is eternal life, that they may know You,
the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom
You have sent.” (John 17:3).

A place to avoid –
“He who believes in Him is not condemned;
but he who does not believe is condemned
already, because he has not believed in the
name of the only begotten Son of God.” (John 3:18).

Jesus Takes Us to the Place He has Prepared
Then Jesus said “…if I go and prepare a place for you,
I will come again and receive you to Myself” (John 14:3).
Some people say that Jesus never refers to the Rapture
but delegates that to the Apostle Paul. Jesus clearly
refers to the Rapture in this verse. And where is
He taking His Bride at the Rapture? It seems quite clear
that He is taking her to the place He has prepared
near His Father’s house.
Much like the Old Testament Jewish father who would
send his son to be betrothed to his future bride, that’s
what Jesus the Bridegroom is doing in this age. He is
making a marriage covenant with members of His
Bride. Then the OT son was to return to his father’s
house and build a place for his bride next to the
father’s house. When the father thought that the son
was ready, he would send him to get his bride (see
Matt. 25:10). In the near future, the Father will send
His Son to earth to get His Bride (see Mark 13:32-37).
That is known as the Rapture.

Our New Home – the New Jerusalem
The Apostle John spends an entire chapter
describing this place in Rev. 21:9-10 – “Then one
of the seven angels who had the seven bowls filled
with the seven last plagues came to me and talked
with me, saying, “Come, I will show you the bride,
the Lamb’s wife.” And he carried me away in the
Spirit to a great and high mountain, and showed
me the great city, the holy Jerusalem, descending
out of heaven from God” Notice, it is one of the
7 angels that had a bowl filled with one of the last
7 plagues. So it is an angel that came from the
tribulation who wants to show John this beautiful
sight. But notice the angel’s intention is to show
John the Bride now the Lamb’s Wife. The angel’s
attention is focused on the Lamb’s Wife not so
much on the city. So it is clear that the wedding
has already occurred because the Bride is now the
Wife of the Lamb. And this angel is coming out of
the tribulation so we can know the timing. But then
John seems to be grasping for words to describe
this beautiful city. He makes remarks like –
“the city was pure gold like clear glass”.

Jerusalem

The New Jerusalem dimensions
given in Rev. 21:15-17 state that it is
in the form of a cube 1500 miles high,
wide and long. Thus its’ dimensions
are comparable to the moon.
Assuming that New Jerusalem is
closer to the earth than the moon to
accommodate travel to and from, it
will be an ominous sight in the sky.

New Jerusalem – the City where Christ and His Wife Dwell
Then we are told in Rev. 21:24-27 – “And the
nations of those who are saved shall walk in its
light, and the kings of the earth bring their glory
and honor into it. Its gates shall not be shut at all
by day (there shall be no night there). And they
shall bring the glory and the honor of the nations
into it. But there shall by no means enter it
anything that defiles, or causes an abomination
or a lie, but only those who are written in the
Lamb’s Book of Life.” The nations on earth will
walk by the light of that city. This most certainly
is during the millennium because there are those
on earth who could defile the city. So sin is still
present in the earth. This agrees with Old
Testament passages such as Isa. 65:20 which
declares that when a man dies at 100 years old
he will be thought to be accursed. And sin is
again exposed as Satan leads a rebellion at the
end of the Millenium.

"The twelve gates were twelve
pearls: each individual gate was
of one pearl. And the street of the
city was pure gold, like transparent glass...The city had no
need of the sun or of the moon to
shine in it, for the glory of God
illuminated it. The Lamb is its
light..." (Rev 21:21-23).

In Rev. 21:24-27 (see previous slide), the pattern is for the
kings of the earth to come to the city but in this passage,
it doesn’t say anything about members of the Lamb’s Wife
descending to the earth. Righteous kings come to this city
and bring the glory and honor of the nations into it. Only
those who are written in the Lamb’s book of life will be
allowed into this city. So it appears that decrees from the
throne for the nations emanate from this city. Since only
those who have their names written in the book of life will
be allowed to enter, only the kings who have accepted
Christ as Savior and Lord will enter into it.

Throne Room in This City

As addressed in 1 Corinthians below, apparently the saints
administer judgement on the earth during the Millenium.
We are not told how these judgements are carried out.
We know that we shall judge the world because we are representatives of the LORD and have
His mind through the Holy Spirit. Even more (something very difficult to understand) we will
judge angels. Wouldn’t it be reasonable to believe that we will judge humans and angels in
the same place, a place that He has prepared with a throne room? (See Rev. 22:1-3).
“Do you not know that the saints will judge the world? And if the world will be judged by
you, are you unworthy to judge the smallest matters? Do you not know that we shall judge
angels? How much more, things that pertain to this life? (I Cor. 6:2-3).
There will be a court room in this city where judgements of God and the Lamb will be declared
and then implemented on earth. “And there shall be no more curse, but the throne of God and
of the Lamb shall be in it, and His servants shall serve Him.” (Rev. 22:3).

The Elders Cast Their Crowns at the Lamb's Feet

When the Apostle John is caught up to heaven in Rev. 4:1, it is likely that it was
the New Jerusalem before the city descends to earth. There are several reasons for
believing this. The first person John saw was the Lamb sitting on the throne (vs. 4:2).
The next persons seen by John were the 24 elders clothed in white garments (vs. 4:4).
It is apparent that Jesus had come and received His bride so she could be with Him
in the place He had prepared. We know the Bride is here since the 24 elders are present
from the Body of Christ, and clearly they are here again because men from all over the
entire earth are present in heavenly bodies that they received at the Rapture (see 1 Cor.
15:51-54). The Judgment Seat of Christ (see 2 Cor. 5:10) had already occurred because
the elders already have their crowns which they cast before the throne (vs. 4:10). And
they sang a new song because the Lamb that was slain had purchased men from every
tribe, tongue, people and nation. Later, John was shown the Wife of the Lamb dwelling
in the New Jerusalem. (See Rev 21:9,10.)

The Lord Reigns both from New Jerusalem and Earthly Jerusalem During the Millenium
Some will say that Lord rules out of earthly Jerusalem during the Millenium. Yes, that is true but His
presence is with His Wife and always will be. His Wife
is in the place He has prepared for her and the Groom
and His Wife will never be separated. Certainly the
Lord may descend to earthly Jerusalem from New
Jerusalem from time to time but Scripture would
indicate that there is a Prince located in earthly
Jerusalem that rules under the Lordship of Christ.
We know that the whole earth is ruled by the
LORD OF LORDS but His earthly prince is located
in Jerusalem here on earth during the Millenium.
“therefore I will save My flock, and they shall no
longer be a prey; and I will judge between sheep and
sheep. I will establish one shepherd over them, and
he shall feed them – My servant David. He shall feed
them and be their shepherd. And I, the LORD, will be
their God, and My servant David a prince among
them; I, the LORD, have spoken. (Ezek. 34:22-24).
A Prince from the tribe of Judah, a descendent of David,
will be given special authority to govern in Jerusalem.
It is certain that this Prince rules in Israel but it seems
that the nations of the world will be governed directly
from the New Jerusalem during the Millenium.

Jerusalem

Everyone Who Accepts Christ as Savior and Lord
here on Earth NOW before the Rapture will live in the
New Jerusalem with the Lord. Those left behind will
Face the Terrible 7-year Tribulation.
Jesus warns us that the most terrible time ever known to
this earth lies just ahead but He will deliver those who
know Him as Savior from the wrath to come. And He will
take us to our new home that He has prepared for us.
For then there will be great tribulation, such as has not
been since the beginning of the world until this time,
no, nor ever shall be. (Matt. 24:21).

"...wait for His Son from heaven, whom He raised
from the dead, even Jesus who delivers us from the
wrath to come." (1 Thes. 1:10).
Those of us who know Him will be delivered from
wrath while we wait patiently for Him to call us, along
with those who died in Christ, to our New Home.
"...the dead in Christ will rise first. Then we who are
alive and remain shall be caught up together with
them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air..."
(1Thes. 4:16-17).

