As Jesus was sitting on the Mount
of Olives, the disciples asked
"... what will be the sign of your
coming and the end of the age?"

Luke 21, Mark 13 and Matthew 24 all relay Jesus’ words
concerning the end-times and His return. Each writer uses
different terms, but all agree on the Master's ultimate message.
Matthew offers the most detailed of the three renditions:
Matthew 24: 3-14 (Summarized) –
As Jesus was sitting on the Mount of Olives, the disciples asked "...what will be the
sign of your coming and of the end of the age?”
Jesus answered: "Watch out that no one deceives you. For many will come in my
name, claiming, 'I am the Messiah,' and will deceive many. You will hear of wars and
rumors of wars... Such things must happen, but the end is still to come. Nation will rise
against nation, and kingdom against kingdom. There will be famines and earthquakes
in various places. All these are the beginning of birth pains.
"Then you will be handed over to be persecuted and put to death...hated by all nations
because of me...many will turn away from the faith and will betray and hate each
other, and many false prophets will appear and deceive many people. Because of the
increase of wickedness, the love of most will grow cold...and this gospel of the
kingdom will be preached in the whole world as a testimony to all nations,
and then the end will come.

The Signs Found in Matt, Mark & Luke
1. Wars and Rumors of War
2. Earthquakes in Numerous Places
3. Famines
4. Persecution of Christians
5. Pestilences
6. Hatred and Lawlessness without Love
7. Pretenders/False Prophets
8. Gospel Preached to the Whole World

Birth Pains will include Wars and Rumors of War
Nation will rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom…
All these are the beginning of birth pains. (Matt. 24:7).
The Greek word for nation is “ethnos” implying ethnic groups.
Ethnic wars are prominent in today’s world.
The word Kingdom implies Empires. World War I, WWII, Korean,
Viet Nam, and Iraqi Wars were primarily of this nature.

According to best estimates,
in the 20th and early 21st century…
• There have been 300 Wars in the world.
• And about 175,000,000 war fatalities.

Conclusion: Prophecy Fulfilled

Jesus said Birth Pains would include Earthquakes…
Earthquake Deaths Have Increased Dramatically
Number of Deaths from Earthquakes per Decade
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Conclusion: Prophecy Fulfilled

Many deaths from earthquakes are caused by
tsunamis in the aftermath of an earthquake.
Jesus said in Luke 21:25 – “There will be signs…
on the earth, nations will be in anguish and
perplexity at the roaring and tossing of the sea.”

Jesus said there would be famines…

The United Nations Food and Agriculture Organization estimates
that nearly 820 million people of the 7.7 billion people in the world,
or one in 10, were suffering from chronic undernourishment in 2019.

About 25,000 people die every day of hunger or
hunger-related causes, according to the United
Nations. This is one person every 3 seconds…

Conclusion: Prophecy Fulfilled

About 1200 people will starve to death
while most of us are having our lunch hour..

Jesus told His Disciples they will be persecuted and put to death…
“Then you will be handed over to be
persecuted and put to death,
and you will be hated by all nations
because of me.” (Matt. 24:9).

Syria

Gordon-Conwell’s Center for the Study of
Global Christianity estimates that
“between 2005 and 2015 there were
900,000 Christian martyrs worldwide —
an average of 90,000 per year”

Middle
East

Center for Studies on New Religions (CESNUR)
estimates that one Christian was killed for their
faith every 6 minutes in 2016.

Nigeria

On average, about 15 Christians will be
martyred while Christians in America attend
a Sunday worship service.

Conclusion: Prophecy Fulfilled

Jesus said there will be great…Pestilences* in various places…
*Grk; “loimos” – A pest such as a plague or disease

Plagues

In 2020, swarms of desert locusts are plaguing many
countries from Africa into the Middle East and Asia.
A one sq. km. swarm of locusts can eat the same
amount of food in one day as 35,000 people,
according to the UNFAO.

Conclusion: Prophecy Fulfilled

Disease

Jesus warns His disciples that *“pestilences”
will be one of the signs of the “last days”
of human history. It will be a time to shake the
world to wake it up and realize that Christ’s
return to judge and reign over the earth is
increasingly imminent.
The death toll from the HIV/AIDs pandemic
was 34 million, Spanish flu pandemic was
50-100 million. After 2 months, total deaths for
COVID-19 is 326,400 with 1.9 million recovered.

Jesus said – “…then many…will hate one another…and because
lawlessness will abound, the love of many will grow cold…” (Matt 24:10-12)
A few Ways in which Hatred and Lawlessness without Love are Displayed..
The best indictor that “Hatred without Love” prevails in our times Is that
since 1900 our world has had 300 wars and 175,000,000 war fatalities.
Another factor is abortion. Since the Roe v Wade Supreme Court decision
in Jan. 1973, 61 million unborn children have met their death
through abortion according to the National Right to Life association.
Abortion stops a beating heart more than 2,300 times a day.
The Bible says drug addiction and witchcraft are unacceptable.
Sexually deviant lifestyles are also condemned, but most people
now consider such trends to be normal and highly acceptable behavior.
The concept of Hell and Eternal punishment is illegal hate speech in
some circumstances according to Canadian and certain U.S. laws.

Conclusion: Prophecy Fulfilled

Jesus said there would be Pretenders & False Prophets
There are 30,000 Religions in the World…

40% of religious adherents belong to one of the three shown below...
Christianity adds another 20% for a total of 60% – the rest are a mixed bag

Hinduism

Supreme god Shiva, lives
on 21,800’ Mt. in Tibet.

Buddhism

Islam

Buddhism ‘holy books’
copied in 1st century.

Mecca – an Islamic holy city.
Quran written in early 6th
century by Mohammad.

Conclusion: Prophecy Fulfilled

Jesus said “… this gospel of the kingdom will be preached in the
whole world …and then the end will come.” (Matt. 24:14).
v HCJB radio broadcasts the Gospel Message to 90%
of the world in their own language.
v Gideon’s International distributes free Bibles in
over 200 countries in 100 languages. Two Bibles
per second are distributed world-wide. As of
April 2015, 2 billion Bibles have been distributed.
v Youth With a Mission (YWAM) has missionaries in
every country in the world. There 206 Countries in
the world and 193 member countries in the UN.
v Christian Satellite TV covers the whole globe in
many languages so all nations can understand.
v The Bible is the best selling book of all time. 5 billion Bibles
have been printed in over 2400 languages.
v Jesus encouraged all His followers to preach it’s central
theme – He died for our sin, arose and ascended to heaven.

Conclusion: Prophecy Fulfilled

Do You Really Believe in the Idea of a Rapture?
Some would say that the idea a Rapture where Jesus will come in the air
and call His followers up into the sky is simply fantasy. It defies basic laws
of physics and therefore is just wishful thinking by a bunch of religious
zealots. But the Bible stands alone as a book that contains hundreds of
prophecies that have already been fulfilled. No other religious book
attempts to predict the future.
In his book, Science Speaks, Peter Stoner former Chairman of the
Department of Mathematics and Astronomy at Pasadena City College,
with the help of 600 students calculated the probability of just 8
prophecies being fulfilled from among hundreds in the Bible. According
to the science of probability, the chance of all the selected 8 prophecies
being fulfilled is ONE chance in 10,000 Trillion.
Over 300 Old Testament prophecies were fulfilled inerrantly at Jesus first
coming nearly 2000 years ago. There are nearly 400 prophecies yet to be
fulfilled in the future mostly involving Christ's second coming and the
apocalyptic end-times. So when the Bible tells us that toward the end of
the age Christ Himself will descend from heaven to catch up His people to
meet Him in the air, we can be certain that this is another prophecy that
is sure to be fulfilled. (e.g., John 14:1-2; 1Cor. 15:51-54; 1Thes. 4:13-18).

Conclusion

We have covered the eight signs that Jesus gave His disciples
so they would know when to expect His coming and the end of the age.
Jesus said these signs would come like birth pains
i.e., toward the end they would increase in frequency and intensity.
We have seen that these eight signs are indeed increasing in frequency
and intensity during the last century and even more so in the last few decades.

Jesus said that we cannot know the day or hour when He will return. –
“Watch therefore, for you know neither the day nor the hour
in which the Son of Man is coming." (Matt. 25:13).
But He said we can know the season. – “When these things begin
to take place, stand up and lift up your heads,
because your redemption is drawing near.” (Luke 21:28).

Then the End of the Age Comes…
(Matt. 24:14)

There is a Bright Future Ahead…
For those who have Jesus
as Savior and Lord
“…Now the dwelling of God is with men,
and he will live with them.
They will be his people,
and God himself will be with them
and be their God.
He will wipe every tear from their eyes.
There will be no more death or mourning
or crying or pain, for the old order
of things has passed away.” (Rev. 21:3-4).

