Biblical
Prelude…

Biblical Prelude to the Apocalyptic 7-year Tribulation

7 Churches on earth
Rev. 1-3

Redeemed from the earth
in the throne room
Rev. 4-5

Apocalyptic 7-year Tribulation…
Unbelievers left behind on earth
Rev. 6-19

The Churches are on earth, then translated to heaven, those left behind face the Tribulation

The Lord gives the Apostle John a panorama of God’s throne room
just before the apocalyptic 7-year tribulation begins.
After this I looked, and there before me was a door standing open in heaven.
And the voice I had first heard speaking to me like a trumpet said,
“Come up here, and I will show you what must take place after this.”
At once I was in the Spirit, and there before me
was a throne in heaven with someone sitting on it. (Rev. 4:1-2)

• John saw an open door in heaven
• John heard a trumpet…
and then a voice saying ‘come up here’
• John found himself in God’s throne room
• Then John heard the voice say…
He was shown what must ‘take place after this’ –
(after the 7 churches on earth in Chapt. 2-3)
• The church isn’t mentioned again until
Chapt. 22 after the 7-year tribulation

Apostle John’s transit into heaven parallels
Apostle Paul’s description of the Rapture
For the Lord himself will come down from heaven, with a loud command,
with the voice of the archangel and with the trumpet call of God,
and the dead in Christ will rise first. After that, we who are still alive
and are left will be caught up together with them in the clouds
to meet the Lord in the air. And so we will be with the Lord forever.
(1 Thes. 4:16-17)

Comparison between
John’s transport (Rev. 4:1-2)

Paul’s View of the Rapture (1 Thes. 4:16-17)

Door open in heaven

The Lord comes down from heaven

“Come up here”

The Lord speaks with loud command

A voice like a trumpet

We’re called with the trumpet of God

At once in the throne room

We meet the Lord in the air

Shown what comes ‘after this’

We’re in the Lord’s presence forever

What is the 7-year Tribulation?
(the last 3.5 years is sometimes called the Great Tribulation or Time of Jacob’s Trouble)

It is briefly described by Christ as the worst time ever on the earth in Matt. 24:21-22…
“For then there will be great distress, unequaled from the beginning of the world until now —
and never to be equaled again. If those days had not been cut short, no one would survive…”
(Matt. 24:21-22).

The Tribulation is described as lasting 7 years…
Scriptures Defining the Length of Time

7 years (Dan. 9:27)
3.5 years (Dan. 9:27)
1260 days (Rev. 11:3-6)

3.5 years (Dan. 7:25; 9:27; 12:7, Rev. 12:14)
1260 days (Rev. 11:3-6; 12:6)
42 Months (Rev. 11:2; 13:5)
1290 and 1335 days (Dan. 12:11-12)

Based on the Jewish Lunar Calendar, 7 years is 2520 days, 3.5 years is 1260 days or 42 months.

John watches the 24 Elders fall down before Jesus who sits
on the Throne…and the Elders cast their crowns before the Throne.
the twenty-four elders fall down before him
who sits on the throne,
and worship him who lives for ever and ever.
They lay their crowns before the throne and say:
“You are worthy, our Lord and God,
to receive glory and honor and power,
for you created all things,
and by your will they were created
and have their being.” (Rev. 4:10-11).

24 elders likely represent God’s blood-bought children
from the Old-testament and the New-testament.

The 24 elders along with God’s children
have already received their ‘crowns’
at the Judgment Seat of Christ
before the start of the 7-year tribulation
For we must all appear before
the judgment seat of Christ,
that each one may receive what is
due him for the things done while in
the body, whether good or bad. (2 Cor. 5:10).
If any man builds on this foundation using
gold, silver, costly stones, wood, hay or straw,
his work will be shown for what it is,
because the Day will bring it to light.
It will be revealed with fire, and the fire
will test the quality of each man’s work.
If what he has built survives, he will receive
his reward. If it is burned up, he will suffer
loss; he himself will be saved, but only as one
escaping through the flames. (1 Cor. 3:12-15).

The Apostle John, deeply disturbed because no one could open the seven seals,
was surprised to see that the Lamb that had been slain could open the seals…
And I saw a mighty angel proclaiming in a loud voice,
“Who is worthy to break the seals and open the scroll?”
But no one in heaven or on earth or under the earth
could open the scroll or even look inside it.
I wept and wept because no one was found
who was worthy to open the scroll or look inside.
Then one of the elders said to me, “Do not weep!
See, the Lion of the tribe of Judah, the Root of David,
has triumphed. He is able to open the scroll
and its seven seals.” (Rev. 5:2-5).

The Seven Seals contain 1/3 of the Judgments
that are to be poured out on the world
during the 7-year Tribulation.
Seven Trumpets and Seven Bowl judgments follow the Seals.

Seven unopened Seals

Then I saw a Lamb, looking as if it had been slain,
standing in the center of the throne,
encircled by the four living creatures and the elders …
He came and took the scroll from the right hand
of him who sat on the throne. (Rev. 5:6-7).

All Nations are represented
before the throne singing…
‘Worthy is the Lamb’ who was slain,
who purchased us with His blood.
Then the seals are opened Rev. 6-8:6

“…the twenty-four elders fell down before the Lamb.
Each one had a harp … And they sang a new song:
“You are worthy to take the scroll and to open its seals,
because you were slain, and with your blood
you purchased men for God from every
tribe and language and people and nation. (Rev. 5:8-9)

The Apostle John was caught up into heaven (see Rev. 4:1-2) with a trumpet sound
much like the coming Rapture (1 Cor. 15:51-54; 2 Thes. 4:16-17). Then he describes what he saw –
myriads from every tribe, tongue, people and nation who were caught up in the Rapture
before the 7-yr tribulation. So it’s obvious that multitudes from all over the world are in
heaven before the Apocalypse starts in Rev. 6. (Rev. 5:11) [NKJV]

The Lamb who was Slain, breaks the 7 Seals
(Rev. 6:1-17; 8:1-6)

Four Horsemen of the Apocalypse

Seal #1, White Horse – the Antichrist revealed
Seal #2, Red Horse – Peace taken from the earth with a ‘great sword’
Seal #3, Black Horse – Economic collapse, famine
Seal #4, Ashen Horse – Death, ¼ of world’s population perish
Seal #5, Christians accepting Christ after the first seal, are martyred
Seal #6, earthquake, blackened sun, blood moon, falling stars
Seal #7, terrifying disturbances, 7 trumpet judgments begin

The 7 Seals are followed by 7 Trumpet judgments and 7 Bowl judgments

So the seven angels who had the seven trumpets
prepared themselves to sound. (Rev. 8:6)

1/4 were killed in vrs 6:8,
now another 1/3 which totals 1/2,
Bowl judgements are yet come.

And the kings of the earth, and the princes, and the chief captains, and the rich, and the
strong, and every bondman and freeman, hid themselves in the caves and in the rocks
of the mountains; and they say to the mountains and to the rocks, Fall on us, and hide
us from the face of him that sitteth on the throne, and from the wrath of the Lamb:
for the great day of their wrath is come; and who is able to stand? (Rev. 6:15-17). [NASV]

Then I heard a loud voice from the temple saying to the seven angels,
“Go and pour out the bowls of the wrath of God on the earth.” (Rev. 16:1)

“And there will be signs in the sun, in the moon, and in the stars;
and on the earth distress of nations, with perplexity, the sea and the waves roaring;
men’s hearts failing them from fear and the expectation of those things
which are coming on the earth, for the powers of the heavens will be shaken. (Luke 21:25)

Are Swarms of Locusts and the Corona Virus pandemic
preliminary signs leading up to the Apocalypse?
Corona Virus Statistics as of 3/30/21
World wide
Cases 127,528,304
Deaths 2,790,109

USA
30,321,943
549,892

“I think it is likely we will see a global
pandemic. If so 40% to 70% of people
world-wide are likely to be infected in
the coming year.” Prof. Marc Lipsitch,

Harvard School of Public Health, (Feb 2020)

Swarms of locusts passed through the Middle
East in the last few years including Somalia,
Ethiopia and Kenya then into Pakistan, Iran and
India. They were expected to be 20 times worse in
2020. Now a different variety is swarming South
America including Paraguay and Argentina.
A one sq. km. swarm of locusts can eat the
same amount of food in one day as 35,000
people, according to the UNFAO.

Now when these things begin to happen, look up and lift up your heads,
because your redemption draws near.” (Luke 21:26-28)

The 1000-year Millennium on earth follows the 7-year Tribulation (Rev. 20:1-9).
The throne of God and of
the Lamb will be in the city,
and his servants will serve
him…And they will reign for
ever and ever. (Rev 20:6).
“Never again will there be an infant
who lives but a few days …
he who dies at a hundred
will be thought a mere youth … “
(Isa. 65:20; 25).

Then the survivors from all the nations
that have attacked Jerusalem will go up
year after year to worship the King,
the LORD Almighty …” (Zech. 14:16-17).

The wolf will live with the lamb,
the leopard will lie down with the goat,
the calf and the lion … together;
and a little child will lead them. (Isa. 11:6-7).
God’s Children, who are caught up to heaven like John, will have immortal bodies and live
in God’s presence in the New Jerusalem while those who dwell on an ideal earth remain
in their physical bodies and are ruled out of Jerusalem. (1 Cor. 15:51-58; Zech. 14:16-17).
The command center that hovers over the earth is the New Jerusalem. (Rev. 21:1-7; 21:22-27).

“I will show wonders in the heavens and on the earth …
The sun will be turned to darkness and the moon to blood
before the coming of the great and dreadful day of the LORD.

And everyone who calls on the name of the LORD will be saved”
(Joel 2:30-32)

